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NICARAGUA: Government Moves to End Strike 


\//Some businesses reo-pened over the weekend ^n 

backinTfrom the national Guand and the maiomty Metal Fatty, 
oaamng jium npnvle back to work should 

the government's measures to get peoples diAnina the 

suGoeed, although oooasional d^sorders are Ivkely dur^ng 

next several weeks,// 


The reactivation of the National Emergency Committee-- 
3 — rJ 4 -vio TQ79 parthauake — gives the government additional 

isiSPisHSii? s £~ib‘ 


I in a speech broadcast on Saturday, President Somoza 
harm done to wage earners and small businessmen. 


L 


//Somoza 's annoyance with the opposition's 
intransigence na s become increasingly evident. At t e momen , 


USSR: Electric Power Shortage 

Soviet officials have warned that it will be diffvoult 

-+ — I he electric power demands of the national economy 

Xu/l ijpnr Party and \ocal Soviet organisations have been asked 
th^s year, rarvy anu uu +Ud>y>^> mill be no vnterrup- 

to help discipline consumers so that there wvtt oe no u in 

tions of power supplies- 
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_^_^^^.Productxon of electric power was short of official 
^argep-yast year, even though the planned rate of increase 

lowest sxnce World War II. Hydroelectric power proLc- 
txon, for example, was 10 percent below plan. A large hvdro- 
electrxc power plant in Central Asia, completed in 1975^ still 

Sa"vasr?iverrSfilber?f!*""'^'* production ’an 


— . This year, the Soviets plan to increase the oroduc- 

txon of electrxc power from hydroelectric and nuclear power 

3 SerL^rplanuL^^^'' thermal power plants. But even the 

will raise fossil output from the thermal plants 

S B consmption by almost 10 million tons 

of standard fuel. Because the Soviets are stressino conserva- 
tron programs for both fuel and hydro resources? ?he SJSSSic 
power industry wrll find it hard to meet these demands 


USSR; Secondary School Changes 


The USSR is planning to inorease vocational trainina 

-in ^ts general secondary schools. Moscow hopes to cope with ^ 
a slowly growing labor force by accelerating and imp^rcvina the 

students re- 

MTliZl llTeT^ tHefrZftl/Zto 


^^^^_^_^_^Vocatxonal training in general secondary schools 
(grades , 9~10) wxll be xncreased from two to four hours each 

ing seriioes'®and®ir*?“®*'®®-’'^“ receive expanded counsel- 

xng servxces, and local commxssxons will help them choose one 

of four alternatxve paths of secondary education: 

— Vocational technical school, a three-year program that 

admxssxon to hxgher schools. 

Secondary specialized schools, a three- or four-year 
course for technicians and other semiprofessionLs . 
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— General secondary school, the traditional two-year pro- 

gram that is the path to higher education. 

— Schools for working youth, which provide part-time gen- 

eral secondary education intended mostly for those in 
rural areas. 


This four-track system, if enforced, will resolve sev- 
eral anomalies in the Soviet school system. The share of gen- 
eral secondary school graduates admitted to higher schools de- 
clined from 40 percent in 1965 to 20 percent in 1976, and in- 
creasing numbers of secondary school graduates were untrained 
and unemployable. Many of these students enrolled in parallel 
secondary school systems, where they spent an extra year or 
more and thus delayed entering the labor force. 

Moscow is apparently trying to increase the skill level 
of workers to help offset the slowdown in the growth of its la- 
bor force. This latest action follows legislation passed last 
September that call ed for improved and expanded vocatio nal and 
technical schools. I 


BRIEFS 


South Africa 


Chief Gatsha Buthelezi, the leader of South Africa's 

5.5 million Zulus, spoke for four hours to an enthusiastic 
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crowd of more than 15,000 in Soweto on Sunday. The mass rally 
was the largest in Soweto since the riots in 1976, but there 
was no confrontation either with police or militant students. 

In his speech, to an audience mainly of adult Zulus, 
Buthelezi denounced apartheid and the homelands policy of 
separate development. He advocated black unity, described his 
own Zulu-based political organization, "Inkatha," as the best 
vehicle for realizing power for all people, and if the black 
township's leaders are still in prison, called for a boycott 
of the local elections that are to be held soon in Soweito. 
Buthelezi also asked striking students to return to school, and 
condemned any international economic sanctions against South 
Africa because he believes blacks would be the ones to suffer 
most. 


The success of the rally reflects not only Buthelezi 's 
control over his own Zulu tribesmen, but also effective police 
control of the t ownship and the current poor morale among the 


student leaders. 
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